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SUBJECT: SECURITY SITUATION IN PUNJAB: MORE VIOLENCE 

REF: LAHORE 0337 

1 . SUMMARY: VIOLENCE ERUPTED IN PUNJAB FOR THE SECOND 
STRAIGHT DAY (APRIL 10). CONTRARY TO EARLIER REPORT 
(REFTEL PARA 10) POLICE OPEND FIRE ON OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATORS 
IN LAHORE AND MULTAN. TWO ARE REPORTED DEAD. SHOOTING 
ALSO TOOK PLACE IN DERA GHAZI KHAN. HARTALS WERE IMPOSED 
IN SOME PLACES AND PROCESSION HELD IN OTHERS. GHULAM 
MUSTAFA KHAR, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN MUSLIM 
LEAGUE (PML), BROKE LONG SILENCE APRIL 10 AND ISSUED STATE- 
MENT IN LAHORE CONDEMNING GOVERNMENT. CENTRAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE OF OPPOSITION PAKISTAN NATIONAL ALLIANCE (PNA) 

MET IN LAHORE EVENING OF APRIL 10 (NAWABZADA NUSRULLAH 
KHAN PRESIDED) AND REAFFIRMED DETERMINATION TO CARRY ON 
MOVEMENT AND WIDEN ITS SCOPE. BHUTTO CONTINUES TO STAY IN 
CITY WHERE IT IS BELIEVED HE HAS MET WITH MAULANA MAUDOODI. 
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END SUMMARY. 

1 . SECURITY SITUATION IN PUNJAB REMAINED TENSE APRIL 10. 

CONTRARY TO EARLIER REPORTS (REFTEL, PARA 10), VIOLENCE 
BROKE OUT IN LAHORE AGAIN AND AT OTHER PLACES IN PROVINCE. 

POLICE OPENED FIRE TO CONTROL PNA DEMONSTRATORS IN LAHORE, 

KILLING ONE. (APP SOURCE SAID ITEM WAS NOT ALLOWED TO APPEAR 
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IN PRESS.) CROWD BURNED TWO MORE BANKS AND SET FIRE TO A 
BUS. FIRE TRUCKS WERE DAMAGED BY DEMONSTRATORS WHEN THEY 
TRIED TO REACH SCENE. BIGGEST PROCESSION WAS TAKEN OUT IN 
ANARKALI AREA, WITH SEVERAL SMALLER ONES NEARBY. CLASHES 
TOOK PLACE AT VARIOUS SPOTS AROUND LAKSHMI CHOWK IN MCLEOD 
ROAD AREA AND POLICE USED TEAR GAS AND LATHI CHARGES TO 
BREAK UP DEMONSTRATORS. PNA FUNERAL PRAYER MEETING WENT 
OFF WIHOUT INCIDENT. OFFICIAL DEATH TOLL AS A RESULT OF 
VIOLENT DISTURBANCES IN LAHORE APRIL 9 HAS RISEN TO 10, 

INCLUDING THREE STUDENTS. PNA CLAIMS 37 HAVE DIED. BUT 
THIS MAY BE A COUNTRYWIDE FIGURE. THE GOVERNMENT DENIES THAT 
IT HAS RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS ABOUT WOMEN MISSING IN 
AFTERMATH OF DEMONSTRATIONS. 

2. ELSEWHERE IN PROVINCE MOST SERIOUS SITUATION OCCURRED 

IN MULTAN WHERE A YOUNG BOY, POSSIBLY A BYSTANDER, WAS KILLED 
BY POLICE FIRING. OPPOSITION PROTESTORS SET FIRE TO PUBLIC 
PROPERTY AND POLICE USED TEAR GAS AND LATHI CHARGES TO BREAK 
THEM UP. PRO-OPPOSITION URDU DAILY NAWA I-WAQT (APRIL 1 1) 

CLAIMS 150,000 DEMONSTRATORS TOOK OUT A PEACEFUL PRO- 
CESSION IN LY ALLPUR FOLLOWING A FUNERAL PRAYER MEETING. 

IF SO, THIS IS THE LARGEST PROTEST MARCH PNA HAS MOUNTED 
SO FAR IN PUNJAB DURING CURRENT MOVEMENT. COMPLETE HARTAL 
HAS BEEN CALLED IN THAT CITY FOR MONDAY (APRIL 1 1). 

GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED PRESS REPORTED APRIL 1 1 THAT FOUR 
PERSONS WERE INJURED IN DERA GHAZI KHAN APRIL 10 WHEN A 
BIG PNA PROCESSION DREW FIRE FROM UNIDENTIFIED SOURCES. 

POLICE HAD TO INTERVENE TO SEPARATE WARRING FACTIONS. 

(OTHER GROUP WAS POSSIBLY PRO-PPP.) PNA DEMONSTRATORS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 LAHORE 00344 121046Z 

BRICKBATTED POLICE AND LOCAL MAGISTRATE FOR THEIR EFFORTS. 

IN OKARA, A COMPLETE HARTAL WAS REPORTEDLY HELD. FUNERAL 
PRAYERS FOR PNA DEAD WERE OFFERED BY OPPOSITION SUPPORTERS 
IN SIALKOT, BAHAWALPUR AND MANY OTHER TOWNS. 

3. GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR, FORMER GOVERNOR OF PUNJAB AND 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF THE PML, ISSUED A STATEMENT IN 
LAHORE APRIL 10 CONDEMNING RECENT GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 

KHAR, WHO HAS NOT BEEN ACTIVE ON THE POLITICAL SCENE FOR 
MORE THAN YEAR, SAID BULLETS WILL NOT HELP BHUTTO SOLVE 
PROBLEM AND HE WARNED GOVERNMENT TO BE MINDFUL OF CONSEQUENCES 
OF FURTHER KILLINGS AND VIOLENCE. HE PAID TRIBUTE TO THE 
SACRIFICES OF WOMEN, LAWYERS, STUDENTS, ULEMA (RELIGIOUS 
SCHOLARS), WORKERS AND PEASANTS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THE 
OPPOSITION. THE TRUTH, HE SAID, WILL BE HONORED AND THE 

DAY IS NOT FAR OFF. KHAR DID NOT EXPLAIN WHY HE REFUSED 
TO ACCEPT A PNA TICKET FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION, BUT HIS 
STATEMENT HAS CLEARLY ALIGNED HIM ONCE AGAIN WITH THE 
OPPOSITION. 
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4. PNA CENTRAL ACTION COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY NAWABZADA NUS- 
RULLAH KHAN MET APRIL 10 IN LAHORE AND REAFFIRMED OPPOSITION'S 
INTENTION TO CARRY ON STRUGGLE. MEETING FOLLOWED GATHERING 
PREVIOUS DAY OF PNA GENERAL COUNCIL WHICH HAD CONSIDERED 
SITUATION COUNTRYWIDE. ACTION COMMITTEE REPORTEDLY AGREED 
TO WIDEN SCOPE OF MOVEMENT IN VIEW OF GROWING PUBLIC SUPPORT 
PNA HAS RECEIVED IN PUNJAB AND ELSEWHERE. A FURTHER 
MEETING WAS SCHEDULED FOR APIL 11. 

5. ARMY UNITS ESTABLISHED CORDON FOR SEVERAL HUNDRED 
YARDS AROUND MAULANA MAUDOODI'S RESIDENCE IN SUBURBAN 
LAHORE EVENING OF APRIL 10, WHICH VARIOUS PRESS SOURCES 
INTERPRET AS MEANING BHUTTO HAD FURTHER TALKS WITH HIM. 

PM IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN IN LAHORE OVERNIGHT AS SPECULATION 
CONTINUES THAT HE IS SEARCHING FOR A WAY TO OPEN DIALOGUE 
WITH OPPOSITION. SPECULATION MAY BE JUST THAT. AND REAL 
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ACTION SO FAR REMAINS IN THE STREETS. 

GAMON 
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